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Zambia will host the India-Southern Africa Regional Conclave from 14th to 15th October, 2019 at Taj Pamodzi Hotel. The Conclave has been organized by the State Ministry responsible for Commerce in India and the Confederation of Indian Industries in partnership with the Ministry of Commerce, Trade and Industry in Zambia, the Zambia Development Agency and the Zambia of Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

The Conclave aims to serve as a platform for dialogue between India and Governments of Southern African Countries to further strengthen the developmental partnerships. The Conclave also focuses on economic and commercial deliberations through Business to Governments (B2Gs) and Business to Business (B2Bs). Although, Indian companies are already present across the African continent, hosting the Conclave in Africa particularly Zambia is a clear demonstration of growing interest to develop a strong economic partnership focused on Southern Africa.


You may wish to note that India has been organizing the annual Confederation of Indian Industries Exim Bank Conclave on India Africa Project Partnership for the last thirteen years. The Conclave has seen the participation of eminent dignitaries from across Africa and India which has strengthened the partnerships between the Africa and India. Further, India has been organizing regional Conclave with Africa’s Regional Economic Blocks. In 2017, the Indian Government organized the Conclave with the East African Countries which was held in Kampala, Uganda and in 2018, a Conclave was held in Nigeria with the Economic Community of West African States- ECOWAS. In 2019, Zambia is privileged to host Conclave for all SADC Member States.


May I take this opportunity to inform the nation that this Conclave comes barely two months after His Excellency, Mr. Edgar Chagwa Lungu, President of the Republic of Zambia, undertook the State Visit to India. I am, therefore, pleased to note and appreciate the confirmation that His Excellency, Mr. Edgar Chagwa Lungu, President of the Republic of Zambia will grace the official opening of the India-Southern Africa Regional Conclave.


In addressing you the Media here today, I would like to thank all the individuals and companies that have confirmed participation in the Conclave and urge those that are undecided to heed our call as we position Zambia as an investment destination of choice. So far, a total of 221 companies and individuals have confirmed participation of which 46 are members of the Indian Business Delegation, 121 are locals and 54 are from SADC Member States. 

I must hasten to mention here that the Foreign Affairs Minister of India will lead the Indian Business Delegation while Ministers responsible for Commerce, Trade and Industry in Zimbabwe and Tanzania have already confirmed their participation. We are expecting more Ministers from other SADC Member States to attend as well.

The India-Southern Africa Regional Conclave will provide not only an opportunity to interact but also a platform for Indian and African private sectors and key financial institutions to identify priority areas and special projects for Indian investment and partnership, with a long-term commitment to Southern Africa. 

It is my sincere hope that the Conclave will result in more increased business linkages, increased partnerships and ultimately improve the Zambia and India trade and investments volume. 

Lastly may I take this opportunity to thank you all for coming for this briefing and I know through our combined efforts, we will spread the message that the Zambia is hosting the India-Southern Africa Regional Conclave from 14th to 15th October, 2019 at Taj Pamodzi Hotel. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Conclave.
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